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At noon today White House iggiLn fr>ii ow in g otntft n wr nt 

re mission of US troops in Viet-Nam. 

BEGIN TEXT: There has been no change in the mission 
of U.S. ground combat units in Viet-Nam in recent days or 
weeks. The President has issued no order of any kind in 
this respect to General Westmoreland recently or at any 
other time. The primary mission of these troops is to «• 

secure and safeguard Important military installations like 
the air base at Danang. They have the associated mission 
of active patrolling and securing action in and near the 
areas thus safeguarded. If help is requested by appropriate 
Vietnamese commanders , General Westmoreland also has 
authority within the assigned mission to employ these 
troops In support of Vietnamese forces faced with aggressive 
attack when other effective reserves are not available and 
when, in his Judgment, the general military situation 
urgently requires it. If General Westmoreland did not 
have this discretionary authority, a situation could easily 
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arise in whith* heavy loss of life might occur 
advantage might be won by Viet Cong because of delays in 
communications . 

This discretionary authority does not change the 
primary mission of U.S. troops in Viet-Nam which has been 
approved by the President on the advice and recommendation 
of responsible authority. However, I would emphasize any 
such change of primary mission would obviously be a matter 


for decision in Washington. END TEXT. 
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